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SSA Considers You Disabled If...

- You cannot do the work
you did before.

< 3 ,
Social Security gl i _~ They decide that you
Administration W cannot adjust to other
work because of your
medical conditions

Under SSA_ the definition
of disability 15 difterent
than other programs

Social Security pays - . o Your disability
only for total disability. ! nas lasted or Is
No benallts are payable .. ; i | EJ{DEHHH 10 last
tor nartial disability for at least one
o Tor short-tem vear or to result
disability ! in deatn.

s0cial security program rules-assume that working families have access to other resources to provide support

during perods of shorl-tlerm disabilbes, ncluding workers' compensation, insurance, savings and investmen|s

How SSA Decides If You Are Disabled

It you meet the sammd requirements to guaiily for disability bensils

SHA uses a step-by-step process involving these 5 guestions:

Are you working?

I you are warking and your earmings averaoe more than 51260 gross (in 2020),
jou generally cannol be considered disabled. They consider earmings ol that amount
or more “substantal gainful activity

Is your condition “severe"”?

Your condition must signiticantly imit your ability to do basic work such as iifting
glanding, walking, sitting, and remembening - for al least 12 months. If it does not
ey will fined thatl vou are nol disabiled

" CONDITION SEVERET CONDITION NOT SEVERE

Is your condition found in the list of disabling conditions?

For each of the major body systems thay maintaimn a st of medical condibons hal they

consider so severe that It prevents a parson from full time work SSA dEEidES
Compassionate Allowancas: Cortn ciu ¢ pabty e disahd pon A e disgno: you are not
] & TRICRUETH ] | il w1 . Lt O CHarCrEas dlsahlﬁd.

If your condition s not on the list, they have to decide it it is as severe as a medical

candition that & on the kst IF i s, they wall ind that vou am disabiled

CONDITION NOT SEVERE

Can you do the work you did previously?

AL this step ey decige 1T your medic ;=|I Impairments prevent you rom pacionming
any ol your past work, Il 1t doesn't, they will decide that you don't have a qualitying
cisahiity and your claim will be denied

1 CAN PERFURM PAST WORK

Can you do any other type of work?

It you can't oo the work you did In the past, they ook 0 se8€ If there s other work
Jou could do despite your impairments. They consider vour medical conditions,
your age, your education, any past work experience and any fransferable skiils
vou may have. I you can do gther work, they will decide tha! yvou don't have a
qualitying disability and your claim will be denied

CAN DO OTHER WORK

SSA will decide you are disabled.
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